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In fact it is doubtful whether Cuba, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Salvador, and
Haiti would be independent if it had not been for the Monroe Doctrine.
The other small countries owe their independence largely to their own
efforts, plus the protection afforded by islands and mountains.
The ones which owe most to their own efforts are Denmark, the
Netherlands, Belgium, and Hungary, but the first three of these were
overrun by Germany in 1940. These four are the only small countries
in our list which are located in accessible lowlands where they can be
easily conquered by other nations unless they possess extraordinary
ability to maintain their independence. Together with Switzerland,
Ireland, and Iceland, they are the ones where general progress and
comfort rank highest. It appears then that, although size has little to
do with the progress and prosperity of a country, small countries are not
likely to retain their independence unless they have one of three advan-
tages: (1) protection by some large country such as the United States;
(2) mountains or ocean barriers that keep them apart from other coun-
tries; or (3) unusually competent people. Even before the last World
War Belgium, the Netherlands, and Denmark, which are the least
protected of the small countries, were able to maintain their indepen-
dence only because larger countries, such as France and Great Britain,
protected them. Belgium almost lost its independence in 1914. Then in
1940 not only Belgium, the Netherlands, and Denmark, but 7 other coun-
tries with a small area or a small population lost their independence.
Switzerland, Hungary, and Bulgaria feared that either Germany or
Russia would invade their territory, or in some other way control their
actions. Rumania, a somewhat larger country, but not of great size,
was reduced to small proportions.
Advantages of Small Countries
The disadvantages which small countries have in maintaining their
independence and in making themselves self-sufficient are to a consider-
able degree balanced by the advantages of greater internal unity. Few
of the small countries in the preceding table have any serious problem
because of differences in race, culture, language, religion, or types of occu-
pations within their own limits. Belgium, to be sure, has some friction
between its Dutch-speaking Flemings and the French-speaking remainder
of the population, the Walloons, but this does not create much difficulty.
Switzerland has sections where Germanr, French, and Italian are the
respective languages, but the habits, occupations, and ideals of all three
groups are so much alike that this makes practically no trouble. <Costa
Rica has a white section on the highlands and a less populous colored
(Negro) fringe around the coasts, and the whites are trying to prevent

